
Gardens of Loire Valley, France - 9 day Study trip  

Monday 4 - Tuesday 12 September 2017                                   

Leaders: Letta Jones, MA and David Marsh PhD & ACE Cultural Tours

 
Villandry. Letta Jones 

This tour offers a rich mixture of gardens from the grand surroundings of 

chateaux to public parks. You will see the historical influence of Renaissance 

Italy as well as that of the English landscape movement and the romantics.  The 

gardens range from private historic sites to the latest creative designs at the 

Chaumont Garden Festival. There are plenty of things to appeal to the 

plantsperson too - fine ‘champion’ trees, specialist tomato and citrus gardens, 

and a university botanic garden. It’s a great opportunity to study the varied 

traditions of French garden design.              

All the gardens are within 1 hour journey from Tours, our base for the trip, and 

there will be some free time to explore the city with its half-timbered 

mediaeval quarter and elegant later boulevards.  



ITINERARY 

DAY 1 MONDAY 4 SEP  

Depart at 1058 from St Pancras on Eurostar to Lille and onward by TGV rail to Tours arriving 

at 1824. 

Coach transfer to the hotel.                                                                

Check in at Grand Hotel, Tours 

1900 Briefing Meeting at hotel 

2000 Dinner at Hotel (included) 

http://en.legrandhoteltours.com 

=============================================== 

DAY 2 TUESDAY 5 SEP                                                          

morning  Château de Villandry, Indre-et-Loire 

Recreated Renaissance potager from 1910 created by Joachim Carvello from 16th century 

sources in a combination of geometric designs creating a chequerboard display of 

vegetables. The potager is overlooked by a terrace on the adjoining hillside which also leads 

to a contemporary flower garden, glasshouse and more traditional walks of clipped limes 

and hornbeam. (Visit to chateau not included)  

www.chateauvillandry.com 

afternoon La Chatonièrre, nr Azay-le-Rideau  

Twelve contemporary gardens around the Renaissance chateau, designed by Beatrice de 

Andia, each inspired by a different theme - elegance, intelligence, perfume, etc. There is a 

formal French garden, medicinal plant border, vegetables, and colourful perennials. (TBC) 

http://www.lachatonniere.eu 

================================================= 

DAY 3 WEDNESDAY 6 SEP 

morning Parc Edouard André  

André (1840-1911) worked on the rebuilding of Paris under Baron Haussmann and ran the 

city of Paris’s gardens for 8 years before embarking on an international career as a landscape 

designer. He acquired the estate in 1871; his house is now the Mairie (town hall) for the 

village and the garden behind is a public park.                   

http://www.touraineloirevalley.co.uk/lodging-dining-goint-out/gardens-and-parks/edouard-

andre-park-la-croix-en-touraine 

http://en.legrandhoteltours.com/
http://www.chateauvillandry.com/
http://www.lachatonniere.eu/
http://www.touraineloirevalley.co.uk/lodging-dining-goint-out/gardens-and-parks/edouard-andre-park-la-croix-en-touraine
http://www.touraineloirevalley.co.uk/lodging-dining-goint-out/gardens-and-parks/edouard-andre-park-la-croix-en-touraine


Pagoda of Chanteloupe 

A Chinese pagoda ‘folly’ built in 1775 is the last vestige of the grand palace of the Duc de 

Choiseul, Prime Minister of Louis XV. Great views from the top [44m high] if you can climb 

the narrow staircase which rises 7 stories to the dome. It is set overlooking a formal semi-

circular lake and canal which was once part of the great 8000 acres of the original park and 

formal gardens. These were destroyed during the revolution while the palace was 

demolished in 1823. 

http://www.touraineloirevalley.co.uk/lodging-dining-goint-out/gardens-and-parks/pagoda-

of-chanteloup-amboise 

afternoon Château Gaillard, Amboise  

Former 16th century royal chateau and park now being restored by new owners , with 

glasshouses, vegetable and fruit garden and formal gardens sloping down from the chateau.  

There are walks on the hillside behind including one that leads to a pigonnier set in the 

cliffside. Gaillard is famous for having the first citrus collection in France, started in the 15th 

century by Don Pacello, the master gardener for three French Kings. The chateau is open and 

has magnificent fireplaces, frescoes of citrus, model of the royal gardens of 1500  and 

exhibitions. It is hoped to have a guided tour with the owner. (TBC) 

 www.chateau-gaillard-amboise.fr 

================================================== 

DAY 4 THURSDAY 7 SEP 

morning Château de la Boudaisière, Montlouis-sur-Loire 

Louis de Broglie, the Gardening Prince started a collection of heirloom tomatoes in 1996 and 

now displays over 640 varieties , along with a colourful show of 240 varieties of dahlias, in 

the walled garden of the chateau, (a hotel). The chateau is surrounded by a 55 hectare 

landscaped park with fine trees, which also includes an ancient orchard of 100 trees, 

medicinal plants and a microfarm inspired by permaculture. (Garden only) 

www.labourdaisiere.com 

afternoon Valmer,Vouvray 

Magnificent walled garden set on a hill side overlooking the River Brenne, set within the 60 h 

17th century park and vineyard with 1647 chateau (private) Italian Renaissance inspired 

terraces, balustrades, statues, vases, topiary, fountains, kitchen garden of 15th century 

design with old varieties, grapes, formal borders, collection of hydrangeas, peonies, and 

pleached fruit trees. A new orchard of fig, peach and plum is being developed and there is a 

1524 Troglodyte Chapel in the tufa hillside. A chance to sample their home grown Vouvray 

wine at the end of the visit. 

www.chateaudevalmer.com 

http://www.touraineloirevalley.co.uk/lodging-dining-goint-out/gardens-and-parks/pagoda-of-chanteloup-amboise
http://www.touraineloirevalley.co.uk/lodging-dining-goint-out/gardens-and-parks/pagoda-of-chanteloup-amboise
http://www.chateau-gaillard-amboise.fr/
http://www.labourdaisiere.com/
http://www.chateaudevalmer.com/


1800 Mid tour feedback and briefing meeting 

================================================ 

DAY 5 FRIDAY 8 SEP 

morning Tours Botanic Garden  

Fourteen acres with arboretum, Mediterranean garden, pond with lilies and lotus, dramatic 

seasonal borders, orangery, magnificent  ginkgo and other trees, glasshouses, small zoo, 

pinetum, Japanese garden. It is hoped to have a guided tour. (TBC) 

 www.tours.fr/442-botanique.htm 

afternoon Free time to explore Tours 

================================================== 

DAY 6 SATURDAY 9 SEP 

morning Jardins des Prébendes D’Oé,Tours  

Twelve acres of  ‘English style’ public gardens founded by the  Bühler brothers in 1874. It is a 

fine example of French 19th century landscape design, with ornamental trees planted by 

species. Especially magnificent giant sequoias and swamp cypresses. 

www.tours.fr/445-prebendes.htm  

afternoon  Chateau de Plessis-Sasnières  

This private garden was begun in 1975 and boasts formal areas, apple tree arbour, 

magnificent colour-toned borders, avenue of magnolias, interesting ornamental trees, and 

water gardens. Defined as a ‘ jardin remarquable’.  

http://www.jardin-plessis-sasnieres.fr 

========================================== 

DAY 7 SUNDAY 10 SEP 

all day Château de Chaumont-sur-Loire,  Garden Festival, Park and Contemporary Art 

Gallery, stables & chateau 

This UNESCO Heritage site hosts an annual international garden design show from April to 

November. The chateau is set within a landscaped parc a l’anglaise with 100 year old cedars 

and modern sculptures. Thirty landscape designers create individual displays on 30 plots, 

offering new creations and unusual combinations of plants. A new extension to the grounds 

is home to a growing number permanent gardens whilst the chateau and its buildings host a 

range of contemporary art exhibitions. 

 

  

http://www.tours.fr/442-botanique.htm
http://www.tours.fr/445-prebendes.htm
http://www.jardin-plessis-sasnieres.fr/


Your ticket includes entry to everything - the festival, chateau and luxurious stables built in 

1877. 

www.domaine-chaumont.fr 

============================================= 

DAY 8 MONDAY 11 SEP 

morning Ronsard’s House/St. Cosme Priory, 3 km from Tours.  

The gardens, created 2009-2013, are around  a ruined 1092 priory, composed of 12 areas, 
including ornamental, orchard, perfume, medicinal and edible displays with over 200 
varieties of roses plus peonies and irises. Home of poet Pierre de Ronsard (1524-86) who is 
buried there. There are displays of poetry and other exhibits/videos in the historic buildings 
plus modern stained glass windows in the old refectory.  
 
http://www.prieure-ronsard.fr 

afternoon Parc du Château de Lathan, Breil 

Extensive parkland in two distinct styles around a chateau rebuilt in 1866.  The first, in the 
spirit of Le Nôtre,  around a formal canal with fishing pavilion, and the other in the late 18th 
century Romantic style around two small rivers, a lake and an island with an extraordinary 
souterraine [network of underground tunnels]. There are temples, a rabbit warren with 
pavilion, bosquets, 19th century chapel, and some interesting trees. Quiet and magical!  

We hope to have a guided tour with the owner to explain the long ongoing process of 
restoration work. (TBC) 

http://www.jardinez.com/Parcs-et-jardins-Parc-du-Chateau-de-Lathan_Breil_Maine-et-
Loire_Pays-de-la-Loire-France_fr_15431.html 

 
Last evening Dinner at Hotel (included) 

========================================== 

DAY 9 TUESDAY 12 SEP 

morning Beaux-Arts,Tours  

Former 17th and 18th century Archbishops’ palace - now an art gallery/museum with small 
but impressive formal garden with bedding, a  ‘champion’ Cedar of Lebanon tree planted in 
1804, now 31m high, and even Fritz - a preserved elephant from a 1902 circus.  (Museum 
entry not included) 

1147 Depart Tours by TGV train changing in Lille to continue by Eurostar arriving at St 

Pancras at 1605. 

End of tour 

 

 

http://www.domaine-chaumont.fr/
http://www.prieure-ronsard.fr/
http://www.jardinez.com/Parcs-et-jardins-Parc-du-Chateau-de-Lathan_Breil_Maine-et-Loire_Pays-de-la-Loire-France_fr_15431.html
http://www.jardinez.com/Parcs-et-jardins-Parc-du-Chateau-de-Lathan_Breil_Maine-et-Loire_Pays-de-la-Loire-France_fr_15431.html


PRICE OF TOUR 

£1999 per person based on 10 travelling 

£1799 per person based on 11-17 travelling 

£1495 per person  based on 18 people travelling 

(This is the expected group size) 

single supplement £200 per person 

THIS INCLUDES: 

Return train travel to Tours via Lille. 

8 nights bed and breakfast at Grand Hotel, 3 ***,Tours 

Dinner at Hotel on nights 1 and 8 

Local transport by coach 

All garden entrance and guided tour costs 

Hosted by David Marsh and Letta Jones throughout 

Background information pack before departure 

 

ACCESS 

The tour involves a considerable amount of walking, including some over uneven ground. 

Distances vary from garden to garden, some are very compact, while others are very 

extensive. Although physical fitness is important, there will always be options to opt out and 

‘do your own thing’ at your own pace and join the group later. 

CHANGES 

The organisers reserve the right to alter the itinerary or tour guide/s due to circumstances 

beyond their control. We will make every effort to maintain the tour price however as final 

rail costs are not yet available we reserve the right to increase the tour price if necessary or 

in case of currency fluctuations or Eurostar surcharges. 

 

ACE Cultural Tours 

Stapleford Granary 

Bury Road 

Stapleford,  

Cambridge CB22 5BP 

 

Contact: Gill Harvey 01223 841055 

gill@aceculturaltours.co.uk 

www.aceculturaltours.co.uk 

mailto:gill@aceculturaltours.co.uk

